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Summer
at East!

Deborah Lloyd:

Explore her serene lakeside retreat - -
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_ Designer Bunny Williams

gave a Sea Island condo
just what it needed:
a relaxed, comfortable

atmosphereperfect for
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" ith five miles of
private beach
running along the
Atlantic Coast,
Sea |sland, Geor-
g, s s escape o the quictude and
casual atmosphere of long summer

weekends and languid afternoons

by the water. When designer Bunny
Willizms learned shed be creating the
decor of her client’s island condo, she
knew exactly where to look for inspira-
tiom: outsicle, “The sun, the ocean, the
sarel—it all playved a part] says Wil-
liwms of decorating the 4000-sgquare-
foot seaside getaway, "1 wanted a place
your could walk in with a wet bathing
suit, sit on a chair, and it would be QR

Leave it to Williams, an influential
mamie in the wordd of decor gsinee the
'ids, to pull off a beach house that is
every bit as elegant in its precision as
it is relaxed in its exeoution, Mirroring
ber classic traditionalism that never
impedes on comfort, the condo moves

like a boardwalk on Saturday night:
refaxed and airy, casual and Triendly,

anel engig 5
right places. "5 a comfortable space
that feels like a destination: it's restful
while being lively at the saome time,”
explaing designer Elizaboth Swarte,
who belped Williams tackle the condo
i the tight three-month fme frame,

¢ excitable in only the

Diesigning the space to be a retreat
home fora family of five, Williams
wanted to create a noticeably con-
trasting environment with the fam-
ily'’s New York City and Connecticut
homes, both of which Williams also




designed. By utilizing slipoovers and sisal carpet -
ing, and warm summer colors balanced by
comsstent neutrality, Williams derived a space
freshly separate froam the formal, sophisticated
air of the Brnily's Manbattan home and the
antigques-hesvy, modern grace of their new Geor-
ian home o Westport, Conneeticut, IEs a place
where the kids can kick back on the sofa, the
family can gather around the dining table for a
card gume, and the chsos of everyday life washes
dway with the tide. 1 love that the colors and
decor hlend with what's outside] says Swartz,
“When the doors and windows are open, you can
fieed the breese and hear the waves crashing on
thie beach, and it all feels seamiess]

S Lo#ay pans

The home is (illed with Williamss signatune
towches: comfort, unigue combinations, a sense
of playfulness, and an expert eve for scale, fune-
tionality, and consideration of space, Yet Willinms
isn't ot to be identifiable: her work s about
capturing the ndividuad lifestyle of the dient, not
leying claim to her tadent. Humble in ber mag-
nituche, she strives to create beautifully outfitted
homes that, at the end of the day, her clients can
livee their beest lives in "Every space should have
its own personality, different from the next) she
says. % simply about creating a perfect fit for
thier prsople whio live in it
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The Way We Live

Vogue's Book of Houses, Gardens, People

¥ Hetsetor ol = Albert Hadley: The Story of America’s
ninderprde Lt AN, Preeminent Interior Designer

Elle Decor

The Givenchy Style
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