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INTERIOR DISION

BILHUBER AND
ASSOCIATES

Theugh widely admined for
rootro seffened with a

frenh- faced Amencan optimiam
often corepared to that of the
tegendary By Baldwia,
Jeffrey Bilhaber has boon gring
i 23 mcreasingly textured
direction over the past fow years
Sofas are now vehidlio for crisscrosing passemenicric,

3 contemporary arvist meay lash rivalets of godd oo 8 oody

chisoiseriec wallpaper. Even the most svant-gandc objects
receive Mresting 1oeches of seftness - 2 long, Jean cetling
fixture is edged wizth a flircatiows reffle of fabric, for
cxmnple. Meanrwhile, the New York Ciey interior designers
series of Nvely and informative stvle books was recently
amplified with the release of The Way Moo, Reflections
on Amerioon Boaaty (Rizzol, 2001). Mibubercom

|

ARCHMITECTURS

BACKEN,
GILLAM & KROEGER
ARCHITECTS

Based in Northers Callfornia, architea
Howard ) Rackes has 2 well-caracd
reputation among top Napa asd Sonoma
vintners as the go-oo guy for beautifully
designed howses and wineries alike. (Other
past clients inchade Jelfrey Katzenberg
Stove Jobs, and Nancy Meyers ) As a principal
of Backen, Gilam & Kroeper Architects, a 60-person firm with offices

in Ssesalito snd S5t Helosa, the archinect bas demonstrated an iaogitive
undersianding of the local landscape 2 well 2+ an imgeccable eye

for russic bullding forms and the humble materials chat distinguish
them. A ¢omatast theme in his woek is the sexmleas intogration of
indoor and owdoor spaces, schieved through free. Bowing Boce plans
and Widing plass doors, Nacken bas also manterminded stores for
Williams - Soncena Heme and Mottery Barm. boarcicom

INTERIOR DESION

BUNNY WILLIAMS INC.

Creator of comfortable rooma leavened

by 2 workdly srritude sod somospheric acces
sories, Mazharsan-based Banay Williame

i 2 Deading light in American interior Sesign
(and half of an sesthetic power couple: her
Busband is John Rosaedli, the admired satiques
dealer). Willlams's taote is remariably catho
bic, embracing the lowche sparkie of 2 19308
mirrored bed as moch as tho gritty authentsc.
ity of srtisans] pottery: And though ber posithon as a sockety arbier ele-
pastarum i indinputadle—she spent more than two decades working st
the celdebrated Parish Hadbey— Wilkams seesss constitutionally unable

to prodece & stuffy space. Her high style also has mainssream presence,
through ber popalar Tredlage shops in New York City, engeagiog desigs
and pardening books (foer at kaxt count), and the Beeline Home colec-
oo of fumiture, Bghtiong and sccenation. Pumtywilliars com -»
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At & handsome Geongian-style | home ln/
Richmond, Virginia, des
stately Southern refinement an

| Continental élan
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Bunny Williams marries




Above, from Mt Tre
GOty —Fiopd b and Helga—
" the entrance gatery of
hew rew P, Wikams worked
Closely with RCPrwmond based
Mehrectural frm Jnorth 80 design
A Nouse That references the
Georglan penod; the crca- 1070
lead greyhounds are from Jobn
Reateds Antiques. Opposte The
SEPAEVE Greal foom Inchudes &
P Farrante chandeter trom
ANEwirTi-NOMS, & DaF of astigue
WTOLGNE - ON Ao amgn roem
Rermare Lighting, and a par of
b chairs covered I & Carence
Moute e with trim By

Soity Woantier from Lee Jofa
The reading chair » the fore-
Pround 1 wpholstered M & Pedra.
ripe velvet by Clarence

Howse. and e Carget in the
ARbing area & from Carus
Antigue 200 Owcorative Pugs
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few years ago,

when sewlyweds Helga and FPloyd
D Goctwald Jr, of Richmond, Virginia
were searching foe a decorator to create
# backdrop for their new life together,
a friend gave them a list of five designers.
Inchuding Bussy Williams. *1 had never
heard of hee” recalls Melga. *1 looked
at her website aod thought, Yes, yes, yeur™
The couple went to New York 1o (nter
view Williasa, 3 native Vieginlan who
has bocome one of the grande dames of
the Manhattan decorating establishment
“We were immediacely hooked” says
Helga, who was impressed by Willlamy's
warm, scraightforward personality
and her partfolio of astigoes- filled hames

But then the designer travedod down
%0 Richamond to assess the Gottwaldy' low-
Mung 19504 dwelling. “Bonay was very
he

ploasant and polite, but [ coul

didn't lke the house a all” she sys. "A fow
woeks after meeting us, she called snd s,
‘Helga, 1've had an epiphany, You shoeld
knock the house down and build a pew
ome"™ In fact, that had boen Helga's secret
wish all aloeg “1 would have been petri
fied 1o ask ey hushand to do that so early
I our maryiage,” she ssys, (0's the second
murrizge for boeh ) Willlams's sugpestion
spurred ber on, and, muoch so the owner's
delight, her benband conserned right sway
Now, four years later, the Gotrwalds
are just settling into an 18,000-sguare-
foot beick residence that melds their
Entinct sesthetic preferences. “She likes
French and 1talian furnivere, and he
Bkes Eaglish and American thingy" says
Willkams, who mixed Colonial snd
Contincatal styles so their new house-
hold wosdd have a sense of shared history
Williama's own history -and her
passhons for classical sschitocture, gar-
deming, and the deceetive sty is well
documented Amonag her four books is
the best-selling tome An Afair With o
House, which chronicies how she twrned




a run-down Lech. century Greek Revival
residence i rural Connecticet lneo her
capehvating weekend retres, complete
with a barn for entertalning extensive
pardens, and s Adircadack style pool-
house modeled afier a Greek temple.
Having worked for 22 years ot the legend
ary firm of Parish-Hadley before striking
outt o0 ber own in the late "B0s, Williams
knows firsthand that certain Asserican
familica—Aszors, Paleys, Whitseys -
tond to demmand thas their howmes be as
sophisticated x they are comfortable.
Boch qualitions appealod o the
Gottwalds o well accondingly, Williama
collaborated clonely with anchitect Jay

molding, doorway, and finish. “Bensy
really belped raise the bar” Hugo says
“She brought leadership to the profoct,
and she undenstands how 10 create gra
clousacss on 8 grand scale”

Even in the home's penerously sined
rocens, there & no excess. For isstance, the
capacious entrance hall - the crosabar of
the H-shapad house, with a floateeg stair.
case a1 0ne end -~ has boen desiggned with
an eye o pleasing proportion, *You have o
beeak up a lange space 1o saake it intheate,
with big ederars, big maldings, sad big
farsizare” Williams says. [t was devised
shio 3 3 gallery Sor Flopd's collection of
brosnses by Proderic Ressingsoes, Williams
d the sculptures on smple white

Hugo of dnoeth, 2 Rich d-based firm,
10 dosign a rexidence that wosld be gen-
toel and welcoming in every detadl "My
Gottwald is from an old Richmond fam
iy, and he was cloar that this shosld be 2
classic houne, 3 variation on the Goorgian
style” says Williame, who had the forni-
ture arrangements planned before con-
struction bogan and weighed in on every

160 ancupinrsr com

podestaly, and the Old Wost works stand i
sharp relief agxine the wally, which were
painted to resemble frescoes—a nod ta
Helga's Kurepean heritage (xhe wan boen
in Germany) and sensibiliny

The foyer opens onto both the foemal
dining room and the lving roces, the
latger served by s sbumdance of windows

Above, from left: Trompe Toed-
ATt mal parels parted try
Dob Christien Decorstve Art grace
he emiry, Uhe Rt moced meror
from FMorian Papp and the recoco
ConOhe B0 Gy Bl are Dath
AMh-century Zalan, and the

St oomn. the buried waknt Snivy
tadie i L9th cantury, the pantsd
et -bach chars are from Johs
ROMON APDGUES, AN The 10047y
1 ieft i plasted s 4 astiaue
Wrn e Bredlage AN AMencan
Conmole Tronm Kart Kermg Astgues
A view of B G room,







T maste’ DeOOm, 3 vintage
Freach mirser from the Chisete
Porceian Co is Daplaped above
» Pth-contury chemt from Newsl
The Chaw, by Beeling Home.
Wihama's furniahngs covpary,
" COVered I 3 SCTmaches wel-
wet Oppourte, clockmese from
100 A Ded by Oly, vohcistened in
A Lanen sk, s the centerpiece
OF & Quast 100N The Banch s by
Ay Moward Collection, and

The divurrie i Trom 3533 Axancer
Rowaro Walpager by Wne
Campot I8 & Wenly match for &
Feometrcaly pattemed rug
By Patlerson, Fiyaa & Martin in
# guant f00m. A Dath features
walpaper by Peter Fasand and

and doorways, *“There's very histle wall
pace, so 2 the seating had to float,” says
Willliama, The soemingly efforthess har-
moay among the disparate furnishings
here—including 18th-coentary English
armchairs, 9th-century French candela-
bra, aed 3 20th-contury Venetian mirroecd
table - is the resuls of well-comsidered
purchases, each a meeting of the minds.
“Bunny doesn't force you to bay any
ching™ Melga explaine. “She guldes you
She takes you to shops where you will
see things you never imagined. She wants
you to love the things you have”

Williams gave the interiors odd-world
ambience with tradicional details such as
trompe V'oedl trellis wallpaper in the
sunroom, a space thas can accemmodate
small dinner parties. And the large, formal
dining room features Venetian. plaster
walls, siiver tea paper on the ceiling, and
watery bandblown-glass aslrroes.

Other chokoes are more understatod.
Williams insisted on modest window trest-
ments throughos (st silk panels on

metal rody” ahe say) and conceived of a
barn-size grest room where “you can wear
Joans, put your foet sp om the coffee table,
sad huve Senday supper with the grand-
children™ With ita restic beames and over-
scalle stoel windows, the rooms “feels like
you are in the trectops.” the designer says
And it bocames 3 cozy medis room

¢ night when the projectionsscreen TV
desconds from above the fireplace.

The manter wite, meanwhile. is an che
g5t haves with hand-paimed Chinese
wallpaper and a canopy bed wich elabo-
rately carved posts. 1 can't belleve | pes to
Mecp i 2 bed like that” Helgs says. But
her favorite rooe has 10 be the vt master
bath, which contains a tub bullt imo 2
windowed akoove that seems almost 2 pan
of the adjacent walled garden. “We have
ghts in the roses and the trees - 1 could
spend the entire evening there,” says the
owner, who blesses the day she first
beard the nasse Banoy Willams. “She
gave me exactly what I'd eavisioned
but never coslld have realined by myself”o

ARCmboarir com 168
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